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B . The city administration closed the fiscal

year with 2 balance in the treasury and
- without mdking temporary loans, which Is
an improvement over the last year of
Mayor Taggart.

Senator Burrows, of Michigan, must be
reported incorrectly by the correspondent
. who quotes him as saying that if the beet-
sugar operaters In their conference oppose
‘the treaty with Cuba, “no Republican who
- belleves in & protective tariff will vote for
the treaty.”

~ The loss of property by fire during 1302
was 3149197351 in the United States and

Canada, but, large as is this amount,
. measuring unnecessary waste, it is less
" than it was in 1901 and 1900, the value of
property destroyed in 1901 being $164,319,850,
and $163,382,250 during 1900.

Three million men, women and children
contributed to the magnificent thank-offer-
ing fund of $20,000,000 which the Methodists

. bave ralsed to promote the cause of Chris-

~ tlanity by the endowment of colleges, the
. endowment of elty evangelization, the as-
= sisfance of f#<eble churches and the ex-

_tension of missionary effort. The church

3 “that can raise $20,000,000 will continue to

~ be & power In the land.

- No more surprising and painful disclosure
~ has ever occurred in the State than that
. regarding Judge Rasch at Evansville. It
- 9 astonishing that a lawyer who could

- command the support of an inteiligent con-

~ stituency for circuit judge should have so
.ﬂl conception of the proprieties of life
- @8 to accept payment in money for appoint-

~ _ments to office. The deplorable affair has

#ts roots In the wretched practice of as-

~ sessing all candidates for offices, even ju-

digixl offices, for campaign expenses,
- -

~ & degision that hereafter trade marks and

~ Jabels in which the name or the portrait
"~ of the President is used for advertising

purposes will not be granted register. This
s #plll. No American wishes to see the
' fent's picture displayed to advertise
ny kind of merchandise. Furthermore,
‘the flag of the United States should not be
’l!-m to be used for advertising pur-
poses, and the long-time wonder is that
Congress has neglected to prohibit such a
use of the stars and stripes.

It was announced a few days since that
“the son of an army officer who had been
admitted to West Point resigned to en-

: * in the ranks. At the time of the an-

_ Rouncement doubtless many could not ac-
. count for such an act, but it Is now ex-
¢ plained that the young man did so to en-
" able him to get a commission sooner than
be would if he had remained in the Mili-
tary Academy. Under the provisfons of the
law an enlisted man, after two years’ serv-
fce, can be appointed second lieutenant
upon the recommendation of his command-
ing m after passing an examination.

S ———

It has been discovered that $237.542 of
_bonds can be Issued by the city before the
2 per cent. limit fixed by the Constitution
will be reached. This difference between
the outstanding debt and its limit does
not, however, make It necessary that bonds
to that limit shall be issued at once. On
. the contrary, it is far better not to issue
 bonds unless there shall be some great
~ emergency. There is no demand that bonds
7}# be issued for boulevards and like en-
ferprises. It is better for cities, as well
8 for Individuals, not to be in a place

_,_'ﬁ_m they cannot get credit when they

- most need it

The Portland (Me.) Press, commenting
upon the change of sheriffs in Cumberland
county, says the liguor traffic could be en-
tirely suppressed in that city in time if the
‘people held to one mind about the thorough
enforcement of the law; but about the time
the experiment of enforcement has heen in
Yogve a year a sheriff is elected who will
- pot enforce it because the majority of the

. woters are not pleased with faithful en-

- forcement. That is the point exactly. Even
: in Portland, which has had continuous pro-

Bibition since 1882, with the exception of
- fWo years, a majority of the voters are not
- in favor of prohibition which prohibits.

. The statement in the resolution of the

E'm' Association declaring that the

L State levy for school purposes should be
~ "pestored to 16 cents” is not as accurate

*a" could be made., The levy was 16
. eents under the old valuation of the State
whe the aggregate of taxables was $500,-
. #0000, By oversight, the 18-cent levy stood

with the new valuation when it |

— - —

reached, in round numbers, $1,200,000,000,
After that the levy was reduced to 11
cents, At the present time the State valua-
tion for purposes of taxation is about §1,-
290,000,000, which will yield a school revenue
of over $1,500,000 on the present levy. The
proposed increase would yield a revenue of
about $2,220,000. This is an unprecedented
amount to collect from the taxpayers of
the State for general distribution to the

public schools in addition to the income of
the school funds.

THE STEEL TRUST'S NOVEL
PROPOSITION.

The announcement which the United
States Steel Corporation makes of its plan
for profit-sharing with its army of em-
ployes is the most remarkable proposition
of the kind ever made. The plan of profit-
sharing has been tried by several small cor-
porations, usually with success, but this is

the first time that a corporation employing |
a recent editerial on the subject the Jour-

an army of men larger than was ever as-
sembled for a campaign has announced a
distinet plan and made a public proposition
to divide a portion of its profits among
those in its employ.

share, in proportion to their annual earn-
ings, a definite portion of the profits of the
immense business, provided they remain in
the employment of the corporation for five
years. Mr. Carnegie contemplated such a
scheme when he was the head of a portion
of the plants constituting the “*billlon dollar
trust,” and doubtless the present proposi-
tion is the working out of the details of
his idea and putting it into actlve opera-
tion.

No one will assume that this offer is in-
spired by purely philanthropic motives. In-
deed, it may be assumed that the scheme
is dictated largely by personal and
economic considerations. Men who have
shown the highest capacity for the suc-

cessful management of vast industrial af- |

fairs have come to the conclusion that it
is for the interest of the greatest corpora-
tion in the world to give every man em-
ployed by it an interest In Its success,
The managers of that corporation have al-
ready learned that the best skill and the
best service can be secured by paying the
highest wuges ever paild in the iron in-
dustry. They have now come to the con-
clusion that still better economic results
can be obtained by adopting a plan which
will Insure to all employed lifelong em-
ployment by giving them a share of the
profits. The managers see that by making
every man a small shareholder he will
have a personal Interest in seeing that
nothing is wasted. It means that the man-
agers desire to avold strikes and other in-
terruptions, which are more disastrous to a
mammoth business than to smaller ones, by
making the employes sharers in the profits
of the enterprise.

The billion-dollar steel trust, concerning
which the public has had so many serious
apprehensions and regarding the purpose
of which so many warnings have been ut-
tered, has given the world a number of sur-
prises. Instead of cutting wages, as was
predicted in some quarters, the corporation
has advanced wages twice; instead of using
its position to push the prices of iron and
steel to the highest figure, its influence has
been to keep prices down below those
which independent companies desired to
make under the temptation of a demand

in excess of supply. It has already recog-

nized the faithful service of old employes
by a gift of stock, and now It propvses to
make all who are in the employ of the cor-
poration a term of years sharers of the
profits.

It may seem impossible that this scheme
will be criticised and condemned,
theless it is likely that it will be de-
nounced by those who would keep labor
and capital two distinct forces in produc-
tion. Most people, however, will be inter-
ested In watching the experiment of mak-

never-

ing an army of employes sharers of a cor- |

poration’s profits.

THE WARNING OF MINNEAPOLIS.

The story of the “Fall and Redemption |

of Minneapolis,”” in the current issue of
McClure's Magazine, should be read by
everybody who desires to understand how
evils in misgovernment come to cities.
the first place,
as the Republican candidate for mayvor
by a direct primary election under a law
which did not require that Republicans
only and Democrats only shall vote in the

respective party primaries. Dr. Ames had

He had been the Democrati¢ candidate for
Governor, It was better to be a Repub-
lican candidate in Minneapolis in 1900, when

the municipal election was held at the time |

of the presidential election. Dr. Ames was
a popular man, kind to the poor, merciful
to all sorts of sinners and the idol of the
slums. All these' elements went to the
primarfies and voted for him. As'all of
these elements were out in force and the
excellent citizen did not take the trouble
to vote in the primary for his opponent, Dr.
Ames was nominated. In the election he
received the benefit of the Republican vote
intent on voting for McKinley, and was
clected.
then he had simply been a loese executive,
neglecting to enforce the laws., In 1%l he
gtarted in to make the most of the office,
Dismissing all of the good men on the

police force he filled the vacancies with |

incompetents and criminals, and made his
brother, who came back from the Philippines
under charges of cowardice, chief of police.
Calling into his counsel men of evil re-
pute, a conspiracy was formed not only to

violate the laws, but to make the admin-
istration the aider of thosa who were en-
gaged in all sorts of wickedness, A syndi-
cate was formed of office holders and others
whose members
who induced strangers and others to go
to their resorts, where they were swindled
out of their money. Thieves and house-
reakers were encouraged to ply their oc-
cupations in consideration of paying a part
of ihe- proceeds of their robberies to the
syndicate which divided with the mayor
and other officers. The publie eried out,
but without avall. The conspiracy to ex-
tort money from the lawbreakers went
on. Never having had anything to do with
the better element, and knowing the weak-
ness of the good citizen, the conspirators
became reckless as time passed,

At last there came a grand jury which
had one member who intended to do some-
thing. The public prosecutor was dis-
missed, outside detectives were employed,
and little by little the evidence was hunted
up which enmeshed the guilty parties. At

length some of the conspirators became
alarmed and betrayed their associates. The

mayor and nearly every were in-
dicted, and some of them convicted,

| volved to the peace of the world.

It is a proposition to | admitted that there are some grievances

add to Its 55.000 shareholders 165.000 men to ' which necessarily assume an international

! aspect, such as an Insult to a nation's flag,

. war,
| and property, for such a purpose? On what

In | .
| laws of New York, with authority to estab-

Only .

Dr. Ames was nominated |
| lish local branches in other States.

| American citizens will be eligible to mem-
: bership.

| their inde
been a member of every party by turns.

He had been mavor before, but |

“are particularly commendable.
permit those who paid for the privilege to

employed bunco steerers |

while the mayor Is a fugitive from justice.
When too late Dr. Ames found that he had
made a mistake. He had come to the con-
clusion that the lawless and the free-and-
easy element were a majority of the voters
in Minneapolis, and that the lawabiding
and order-loving people whom he sneered
at were an ineffective minority. He has

discovered his mistake, as all others will
in time who, In official positions, cater to
the law-breaking and order-hating element.
In only a very few of the larger cities is
the lav.-hating element in a majority. In
Minnearolis and elsewhere those who de-
sire upright administration are the ma-
jority.

WARS IN THE INTEREST O_F
INDIVIDUALS,

The Washington Post, a carefully edited
and conservative paper, coincides with the
Journal as to the impropriety of making
private claims international questions. In

nal commented on the unreasonableness of
the practice and the danger which 1t In-
It was

an attack on its legation or the murder or
arrest of its citizens, but, said the Journal,
“the claims of individuals arising under
contracts or concessions are not of this
character, and it is questionable whether
nations should go to war to enforce the col-
lection of such claims, especially when they
have not been submitted to any court.”
The Post, discussing the same subject un-
der the caption, *Debt-Collecting by Armed
Force,” says:

Is there any good reason why govern-
ments should regard themselves as unaer
obligation to coilect the debts due, or
claimed to be due, to citizens by parties
in other countries? Is it justifiable to wage
with its [nevitable sacrifices of life

sound ground ean the men who constitute
the fighting forces of nations be required to
risk life and limb in such a cause? Why
should millions of people be taxed to carry
on war for the pecuniary benefit of a small
number of thelr feilow-citizens?

Pursuing the argument implied by these
questions, the Post points out that the
whole tendency of moflern civilization is to-
wards not only mitigating the horrors of
war, but towards reducing and limiting its
causes. Misunderstandings and offenses
which, a generation or two ago, would have
been considered Inevitable causes of war,
are now settled by diplomacy or arbitra-
tion. Many, if not most, of the world's
wars of past years would now be consid-
ered unjustifiable, yet most of ‘them were
waged for a better cause than the enforce-
ment of the payvment of private claims.
“One of the unfittest of all survivals,”
says the Post, “is this practice of waging
war for the collection of debt. Even if the
debts are honestly due to citizens of a
country, their fellow-citizens are under no
obligation to collect them. That obligation
lacking on the part of the people is certain-
ly not resting on their government, for a
government in these days is not conceded
to have any rights or interests gave those
of the governed.” This view accords with
the correct theory of government and with
international ethies. From a moral point
of view no government has a right to
plunge a whole nation into a costly war,
involving the taxation of all its citizens, to
compel the payvment of the claims of a few.
Taking the money of all the property hold-
ers of a country and perhaps sacrificing the
lives of many for tiie prosecution of a war
to enforce the payvment of private claims
ought not to be recognized as a proper
function of government. As the Post says:
“It is= a bad business and should be re-
formed altogether. It involves abuses that
are little, if any, better than buccaneer-
ing.” The next International conference
that meets should condemn the practice.

A NEW LABOR ORGANIZATION.
Following the anthracite coal strike, the

perrecution of nonunion miners and the |

expulsion of a member of a labor union
beciuze he served in the state militia, a

movement was started in New York to form |

a new organization of workmen, The
movement seems to be taking shape. A
digpateh from Albany says that a National
League of Independent Workmen of Amer-
ica will soon be incorporated under the

The specific objects of the or-
ganization are stated as follows:

First—To protect independent workmen in
endence.

Second—To sustain high wages by skill-
ful, enc¢rgetic co-operation with our em-
ployers.

Third—To establish reasonable hours of
labor according to the exigencies of the
trades,

Fourth—to promote
standing of our work.

Fifth—To furnish favorable conditions for

intelligent under-

| training apprentices in order that our boys
| may
,® Sixth—To maintain sanitary conditions of
, employment by means of Staie laws and
| inspectors. :

become successful workmen.

Seventh—To compel officers of the govern-
ment to enforce the laws.

Eighth—To compel labor unions to ob-
serve the laws. ?

Ninth—To protect members against un-
just treatment from employers by due
process of law,

Tenth—To provide a labor bureau for its
members.

If this plan is carried out it will result

'in a new form of organized labor which
| would have the advantage in some respects

of the present labor union. Being incor-
porated it would have better standing in
the business world to begin with, as it could
sue and be sued, make and enforce can-
tracts, etc. Of the ten objects enumerated

above there is not one that any workman

should take exception to, and seme of them
They are
more American in spirit than the principles
of an organization that justifies strikes,

| boycotts and the persecution of nonmem-
| bers, and it would be more American in

fact because it would admit only American
citizens to membership. There {8 something
repulsive in the idea of unnaturalized and
filiterate foreigners being admitted to full
membership in a labor organization which
undertakes to establish arbitrary rules
for the government of American labor, to
prescribe the terms on which American
boys may learn a trade, and, perhaps. to
expel an American because he has served in
the National Guard. Before foreigners are
admitted to membership in such a union
they should at least be requiréd to become
naturalized American citizens. As the pres-
ent labor unions embrace less than 2 per
cent. of the workingmen of the country,
there is room for another organization,
which, without proscribing any, shall aim
to benefit all

“Austin H. Brown was a good man,”
was the remark made by hundreds yester-
day, when, in conversation, the death of
this old and generally respected citisen

was mentioned. If they spoke further,
thes sald he was a kind and helpful man,

p— —

an excellent citizen and a man of untar-
nished reputation as a public official
Others recalled that he was a patriotic
man who in times of public peril placed
what he regarded as the public welfare
above party, He did not acquire wealth
because he had not that faculty, but in a
high degree he possessed the faculty of be-
ing helpfui to those with whom he came
in contact. When the end of life comes,
what higher tribute can be given the dead
than “he was a good man" in the fuilest
meaning of the phrase?

From present indications the year 1903
will bring greater prosperity to Indiana
than any previous year. Foreign capital
is coming into the State now in larger
volume than ever before, and it is enter-
ing fields that are capable of large expan-
sion. The interurban and traction raiiroad
system will have a great development dur-
ing the next few years. The Indiana coal
fileld is attracting more attention than
ever before, and experienced oil men from
other States predict great developments in
tha oil field. Foth of these interests are
attracting outside capital, and farmers and
land owners are reaping a harvest in the
sale or leasing of lands. The year 132
was the most prosperous in the history of
the State, but the indications are that 1903
will surpass it.

THE HUMORISTS.

Hateful Thing.

New York Times.
Ethel—My tusband was awfully hard up when
he married me,

Maud—He must have been.

No Appeal.
Smart Set.
Meeker—My wife and I always settle our dif-

\ ferences by arbitration.

Bradley—Who is the arbitrator?
“My wife, of course.”

Tommy and the Pie.
“Which do you prefer,
peach?"
“Thank you, ma'am,"
piece of each."

Tommy, apple ple or

said Tommy; “1 prefer a

—Januvary Bt. Nicholas.

Quid Pro Quo.
Philade!lphia Press.
Mistress—You don't appear to have as much
affection for the children as you might have.
Nurse Girl—=No? Well, 1 was just thinking I

don't appear to have as much wages as I might
have, ma'am.

A Safe Inheritance.

Brooklyn Eagle.

S0 your uncle is dead?
thing?"'

“*No; he had nothlng to leave but his good
will.”

“Then, 1 suppose,
contest it."”

Did he leave you any-

the other relatives won't

A True Philanthropist.

Baltimore American,
Wantanno—Why are you so positive in declar-
ing that Rocksley is a true phllanthropist?
Duzno—Because I have positive proof that his
left hand doesn’'t know what his right hand does.
I happen to be the agent who sold him his artifi-
cial left arm.

How the Time Does Drag!

New York Sun.

“How slow the days go,”
Bnitcher, meditatively.

““Yes, dear—oh!"™ Mrs. Snltcher gasped,
“Wouldn't it be just too dreadful for anything
if New Year's was late? And we've invited all
those people, too!"

remarked Mr.

A Fijian Tragedy.

Baltimore News.

The cannibals had just completed their ar-
rangements, consisting of a Kkettle of hot water,
& box of toothpicks and a misslonary from Hos-
ton.

The chieftain asked the menu if he had any-
thing to say.

“Well,’”" replied the soup and entree, “‘only
this: That it is apparent, no matter how much

good a man tries to do in thils world, some one
will come along and down him."*

Which, being perfectly true,
from publication.

was withheld

A Sufiicient Audience.

Never tried to rise to fame;
No one stops to cheer me.

Crowds don't jostle where I walk
Tryin' to get near me.

0 one hollers ""speech’ when 1
Step on the verandy;

No one geems to think I'm great—
No one, "ceptin’ Mandy.

When sometimes 1 make mistakes,
Cuttin’ foolish capers,
No one has a word to say
‘Bout it In the papers.
No one criticises me
Jus' because I'm handy—
An' they feel like sayin' things—
No one, 'ceptin’ Mandy.
—Washington Star.

Small Sums by Mail.
Case and Comment.

The persistence with which great num-
bers of people send small sums of money
by mall, notwithstanding the obvious risks
of lossg, 1s a sufficlent indication of the need
of some form of easy and safe remittance
of small amounts. It is greatly to the dis-
credit of the government that after so
many years of experience with postoffice
money orders, the system in use is still
unsatisfactory.

There is something like genius in the
novel but exceedingly simple proposition
to issue small bills with a blank in which
the name and address of a payee could be
written and thus instantly transform an
ordinary bill for $1 or $2 into a check or a

draft on the government for that amount, 1

payable only to the payee named, but on
which he could get his money at any post-
office where he could be identified as read-
ily as if it were a New York draft for the
same amount. Notwithstanding the sim-
plicity of the plan, Congress has failed to
adopt it. Any enterpriging business house
to which an improved method of so great
value should be suggested would unhesi-
tatingly and enthuslastically adopt it.

The only valid objections to the plan are
that it might make some additional work
in the Treasury Department. If that is a
gufficient reason why milllons of people
should be denied the advantage and con-
veniences which this simple method offers,
the proposition should be abandoned, 1If
not Congress should make short work of
the matter. If congressmen take an intel-
ligent interest in the question long enough
to understand what the measure (s we
shall soon have the most important and
widely appreciated improvement to our
postal system that has been made in many
decades, —

Citizens should request their represent-
atives in Congress to see that more con-
venient money is furnished the people.

0ld Year Memorien,

Let us forget the things that vexed and tried us,
The worrying things that caused our souls to

fret;
The hopes that, cherished long, were still de-
nied us
l.et us forget.

- . N . - i3 .

But Ylessings manifold, past all deserving,
Kind words and helpful deeds, a countless
throng,
The fault o'ercome, the rectitude unswerving,
Let us remember long.

The sacrifice of love, the gensrous giving,
When friends were few, the handelasp warm
and strong.
The fragrance of each life of holy living,
Let us remember long.

Whatever things were good and true and gra-

clous,
Whate'er of right has triumphed over wrong,
What love of God or man has rendered precious,
Let us remember long.

ponde well the lessoris it has taught
STt i S
Letting the dle.

—8Sugan B.
- e B Gammons, in Christian Endeavor

| there are counties in Indiana that are

| classed with those that draw more than

| they pay that have school corporations

| that {)ay more than they draw. To remedy
s

1 cent, the same amount of money may be

time rolls on will drift farther and farther
apart untfl their common origin and alm
is lost. It will thus become impossible to
raise the poorer schools to the standard
of the best. Since the State supervises;
licenses, dictates and controls, it should
noltthink of cutting down its financial sup-
port.

“The force and power in the schools of
Indiana are due to the State being the
unit. Whenever the schools of Indiana are
divided into townships or counties as
units, for the purpose of raising all the
tuition money they need, the great schools
system will fail and fall. We prefer see-
ing the State a unit in everything pertain-
ing to public schools. *To provide by law
for a general and uniform system of com-
. mon schools’ evidently should be taken 1o
v mean that the State should control and if
so should levy, collect and distribute the
tultion money.

“Let an epidemic of smallpox break out
and see how soon some cities and counties
will call for State assistance. Let a strike
occur and see how soon State aid is want-
ed. Why? Because such mobs and epidem-
fcs or strikes affect the peace, health and
dignity of the entire State. Would not an
illiterate township, town, city or county
be felt throughout the State? It certainly
would. Avoid such by rendering necessary
State ald for educational purposes.

“We might continue to discuss this ques-
tion pro and con almost without end, and
after all it resolves itself to this: ‘Does
education conduce to good citizenship? Is
it not of general public utility? Is good
citizenship desired? If so, the entire State
should in & measure at least assist.’

“If dollars and cents are the measure
of a county's usefulness or greatness, local
tuition levy alone will prevail, If the ques-
tion of a uniform system of common schools
| shall prevail In this State the great State

of Indiana must continue its State tuition
levy or devise some other means whereby
it, as a State, levies, collects and dis-
tributes the tuition money.

“In summing up the magnificent school
system of Indiana, her rapidly increasing
-wealth and population, the enterprise, pub-
lic spirit and liberality of our people in
the support of high schools, colleges and
universities, together with her care of the
State’'s unfortunates in prisons, reform
schools and asylums, and what is not least,
the ‘marked improvement within a few
years in the proficiency and professional
ability of her teachers, we have reasons to
hope that the needy, poor school corpora-
tions may not be forgotten.

“Therefore, let us borrow a thought from
Mitchell and say: ‘Our little boys should
not be forced into the mines and breakers
s0 early in life; our little girls should not
be compelled to work in the mills and fac-
tories at an age when they should be in
school. These children are the future citi-
zens of our State and Nation." They should
have, at least, a common school education
80 as to equip them to bear the grave re-
sponsibilities that will ultimately devolve
upon them. The wealth and the future of
the Nation are not to be secured by the
education of a fortunate few alone, but
rather by the enlightened contentment and
prosperit of its llions of eiti-
gens who constitute the bone and
ginew of our land. It is not the bril-
llant meteor that sheds the most useful
light In the night, but the miilion of or-
dinary common stars. Will the great State
of Indiana, for a moment, refuse to give
the common stars in the most remote dis-
tricts of the State an opportunity to shine?
Certainly not.”

OTHER PAPERS READ.

Papers were read yesterday afternoon by
Superintendent Deputy, of Jennings coun-
ty, on “Is the Year Idea or the Time Idea
in the Course of Study Wrong?' and by
Superintendent Van Matre, of Delaware
county, on “Does the State Normal To-
gether with Private Formula Furnish
Adequate Facilitlies for Our Teachers?”
The discussion was participated in by State
Superintendent-elect Fassett A. Cotton;
Superintendent Marks, of Marshall coun-
ty; Superintendent Ellis, of Elkhart coun-

ty; Superintendent Weaver, of Harrison
county; Superintendent HIillls, of Cass
county; Superintendent Flutchina, of Ham-
ilton county, and Buperintendent Tapy, of
Whitley county.

The annual meeting of the superintend-
ents will close to-day with two sessions
held in the Supreme Court room in the
Statehouse. No officers will be elected at
this meeting.

INCREASE OF SCHOOL LEVY

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS WANT
MORE MONEY FOR SCHOOLS.
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Address Made by Supt. Wilson Gives

Reasons w_'hy Tax Should Be
Raised—I'ree Text-Books.

The County Superintendents’ Association
which met both morning and afternoon

yesterday, passed three important resolu-
tions. ‘The assoclation declared itself in
favor of free schoolbooks, of an increase
of the school tax levy and of letting the
school transfer law stand as it is.

The action of the superintendents on the
free schoolbooks proposition was a dis-
tinet surprise. Among those who ex-
pressed some astonishment was State Su-
perintendent Frank L. Jones. The resolu-
tion was passed after a paper had been read
by Superintendent Lewis Crow, of Jay
county. Superintendent Osborne, of Union
county, then moved that it be the sense of
the association that the schoolbooks should
be furnished absolutely free. The motion
was carried with no dissenting votes.

At the afternoon session the tax levy
question came up for discussion and Super-
intendent George R. Wilson, of Dubols
county, read a paper which seemed to ex-
press the sentiment of the members of the
association. Superintendent Wilson's paper
was a strong argument for liberal assist-
ance (o the county schools from the State.

Among the points made by Superintendent
Wilson were:;

MR. WILSON'S ADDRESS.

“In discussing this subject from the
standpoint of a retention of the present
State tuition levy as against any reduction,
we are taking an unpopular side of the
case so far as many wealthy townships,
towns, citles and counties are concerned.
It is easy and popular to advocate a reduc-
tion of tax levies and difficult and unpleas-
ant to ask for an increase of any tax rate,

or even its retention at its old figures.
“There are two sides to this question,
one of ‘dollars and cents, a cold, local,
material view of the case;’ the other one
of ‘the greatest good to the greatest num-

ber, the educating of all little Indianans,
no matter where they live, within the

State.” A reduction of the State tuition

levy would centralize education in the
wealthy counties to the loss and detriment
of those who live In less fortunate local-
ities., Education is frequently a man's car-
ital, and, like capital, its centralization in
wealthy counties would work a hardship
upon all others.

“In keeping with this section many years
ago the General Assembly of Indiana en-
acted a law placing the State tuition levy
at 16 cents.

“In 1832 an act was passed reducing the
levy to 13% cents, on the ground that the
reduction of the tuition levy shouid be
added to other levies for the purpose of
reducing the Btate debt. This was signed
by the Governor March 1, 1883, and was
the beginning of the reduction—perhaps
the beginning of the end of the State tul-
tion levy. On March 11, 1885, another law
was approved reducing the State tultion
levy to 11 cents, upon the same arguments.
Thus with the two great politcal parties
honors are even.

“Jl.et us ant that this reduction was
made for the reasons claimed. If 80, no
further reduction is needed; in fact, a be-
ginning might be made toward restoring
it to its old figures, for the powers that be
‘point with pride’ and ‘hail with delight’
the reduction of Indiana’s State debt, but
neither of the political parties ever refer
with ‘mingled pride and pleasure’ to their
record in reducing the chances of many
children in Indiana of getting even the
rudiments of a common gchool education.
To Increase the State levy to 18 cents, or
even to leave it at 11 cents, would con-
tinue to assist in spreading the advantages
of education throughout the State. We are
neither a politician nor a statesman, but
we can easily see that this is a question
in which the politician will favor a reduc-
tion, while the broad-minded liberal citi-
zen, no matter where his personal inter-
ests lle, can see the value of letting the
State levy remain as it is.

“Would the elimination of this 11 cents
levy be in Reeping with the spirit of the
Constitution? 1f it is, some other way must
be devised to meet the wants. The new
way should be in full operation before the -
present way is permitted to end. In many
of the counties of the State that are placed
in the list of those paying to the State are
to be found school corporations that do
not pay what they recelve; then, again,

GEORGE M. COOK, OF CHICAGO,
ELECTED GRAND REGENT.

Is
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The Next Convention Will Be Held in
New Orleans—A Vaudeville En-
tertainment Given.

The Sigma Nus, in grand chapter as-
sembled in this city, celebrated New Year's
day with two business sesslons and a vaude-
ville entertainment last night. It had
been originally intended to hold a recep-

tion during the afternoon in honor of three
of the founders of the fraternity who are
in attendance, but owing to the fact that
these men have been présent since the
opening of the convention and had met all
the delegates the reception was called off.

The most important business transacted
during the day was the election of officers.
George M., Cook, of Chicago, and A. Miller
Belfield, also of Chicago, were aspirants for
the office of grand regent, but before the
vote was taken Mr. Belfield withdrew and
Mr. Cook was elected by acclamation. Mr.
Cook, who has just completed a term as
vice regent, has been very active in the in-
terests of the fraternity and his election
was regarded as a merited promotion. Mr.
Cook is a newspaper man, being a member
of the staff of the Chicago Inter Ocean.

C. W. Jones, of Davenport, Ia., had no
opposition in his race for vice regent, and
his election was also by acclamation. Grand
Treasurer Ferd H. Heywood, of Columbus,
0., and Grand Recorder C. E. Woods, of
Richmond, Ky., were re-elected without op-
position.

The reports of a number of committees
were received. The committee on new char-
ters recommended that a charter be grant-
ed to a chapter at Bethany College, Vir-
ginia, and that the chapter at Tulane Uni-
versity, in New Orleans, be renewed. The
recommendations were adopled.

The special committee appointed to con-
gider the advisability of Sigma Nu recog-
nizing the interfraternity junior organiza-
tion of Theta Nu Epsilon submitted a re-

port that aroused some little discussion.
A number of the delegates favored action
forbldding Sigma Nus becoming T. N. E.'s,
but the element that opposed this radical
action was in the majority and in the end
the convention voted to leave the matter
of affiliating with this scclety optional
with the several chapters.

No action was taken on the question of
sub rosa chapters. It is understood that the
fraternity has one such chapter and that it
will be undisturbed.

New Orleans was chosen as the place for
holding the next Grand Chapter in 1905,
Bigma Nu is especially strong in the South-
ern colleges and universities, and the dele-
gates from that part of the country were
exceedingly active in their demand that
they be given an opportunity to entertain
the national organization.

Last evening the delegates were enter-
tained with a vaudeville entertainment in
the convention hall. The talent was all
drawn from members of the fraternity and
the programme included quartets, solos,
vocal and violin, monologues and buck-
and-wing dancing. Preceding the pro-
gramme the new ritual of the order was
exemplified by Rawson Bennett, of Chi-
cago, assisted by a team from the De Pauw
chapter. Mr. Hennett is the chairman of
the ritual committee and Is recognized as
the author of the new ritual.

The programme for to-day Includes two
business sessions, at which the unfinished
business will be disposed of, and a smoker
to-night. Among the items of unfinished
business are the reports of several com-
mittees, including the one on jurisprudence,
the ¢lection of the division inspectors and
the question of the redistricting of the fra-
ternity.

One of the schemes devised by the com-
mittee on arrangements for the convention
has met with the unanimous approval of
the delegates. Each delegate on register-
ing was given a button bearing a number
and from day to day the committee has
kad small bulletins printed with the names
and addresses of all the arrivals, with the
bers of their bades. Each dalegate was

given & bulletin, and by means of it he

learn the of ev. he
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this the question.

PLAN SUGGESTED.

“How would this do? Let the State tui-
tion levy remain at 11 cents, enact a law
permitting a county tuition tax to be dis-
tributed per school capita in the county,
said tax not to exceed 5§ cents and to be
levied in the judgment of the County Coun-
cil or County Board of Education, the pres-
ent local township or corporation tuition
tax law to remain as it is.

‘“As a general statement we may say
counties that pay the State more than they

draw are such counties that, by reason of
thelr location, are crossed and recrossed
by rallroads or have other corporate in-
terests. At first blush the citizens per-
gonally may clalm credit for taxes paid
when in truth and in fact the corporate
interests of the county pay a very large
per cent. of the taxes. Take for example
the Big Four Rallroad system in Indiana.
It touches one-third of all the counties of
the State, and two-thirds of all it touches

y to the State more than they draw.
vearly every county in Indiana that has
an important rallroad, center pays more
to the State than it draws out. Does it
not appear that it is not 8o much the in-
dividual taxpayer as the railroads and other
kindred corporations that put the county
in its present position or clasg? Now, then,
could that county alone support or sustain
the rallroads within its boundaries, or is
not the whole State necessary to their very
life and existence?

*“To reduce the State tuition levy means
to place the levying of school taxes into
the hands of local officials, for several
reasons not always a safe piace in which
to leave it. It would please many of our
railroads and other heavy taxpayers to do
this, for they would be relieved of a posi-
tive tax levy and can use their ‘good
graces and gentle manners’' in soliciting
the reduction of local rates,

“For example, if the State levy is reduced

ralsed locally by a local tax levy of 1 cent,
if the property valuation averages with
the State. If the property valuation is
more the levy must be less; if the property
valuation is less the local levy must be
more,

“When the taxing power is in the hands
of a local board the chances are that the
schools will suffer. The local power may
be surrounded by taxpayers under whom
they fear to place a rate sufficiently high
to meet the needs of the school. To length-
en the school terms the poorest and cheap-
est teachers would be emploved and the
gchools go down.

“The great State of Indlana says: Here
s a course of study for your common
gchools—you shall follow it. Here are ques-
tions for puplls and common school grad-
uates' examinations—you shall answer
them. Here are questions testing teachers’
abliity—you shall answer them and no
others, or fall to teach. Here are text-
books for your common schools—you shall
use these and no others. Here are laws
for truant children—you shall not violate
them. Here is a scale of teachers’ wuages
—you shall not pay less. Here are the num-
ber of days schools shall be Iin session—you
shall not teach fewer. Here is the limit
of your local tuition levy—you shall not
levy more. All this Is well and good. We
have absoutely no objection to the State
controling these, providing it does not say
to striving, struggling school corporations:
*You pay all the expense to which I have
put you.' .

SHOULD NOT SHIRK DUTY.

“We believe in the State school system,
State course of study, State text-books,
State examinations, State truancy law,
State scale of wages and all these things,
but do not want the State to shirk its duty
toward helping to raise the tuition money.
Whenever you lower the State tuition levy
you will divide the State school system
into not ounly ninety-two, but into thou-

sands of Jetty school systems, which as

-
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OFFICERS OF SIGMA NU

WILL REAPPOINT DUDLEY

SULLIVAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HAVE REACHED DECISION.

.

The Sheriff Has Again Refused to

Tarn Over His Office to the Coroner
—Other Phases of the Case.

»

Advices from Sullivan, Ind., are to the
effect that the County Conmissioners of
Sullivan county will undoubtedly reap-
point Sheriff John 8. Dudley to the office
from which he was removed by the lynch-
ing of James Dillard, a negro, on Nov.
20. Public sentiment in Sullivan county is
overwhelmingly in sympathy. with Dudley,
according to the most reliable reports,
and should he be reappointed it will be
understood to mean that his fellow-county
officers are supporting him in his resist-
ance to the drastic punishment of the anti-
Iynching law of 1901

A dispatch from Sullivan last night sald
that Sheriff Dudley had again refused to
turn over his office to Coroner W, P. Max~
well. The demand of Coroner Maxwell
was for possession of the office for the
new term to which Dudley was elected last
November. Dudley’'s first term expired
Wednesday night, and he should have flled
his new bond and been sworn in for the
second term yesterday, but did not. It Is

reported at Sullivan that he will attempt
to qualify and be sworn in again Monday.
On the same day the County Commission-
ers will appoint his successor, who, it Is
understood, will be none other than Dud-

ley himself.

The develocpments in the Dudley case are
likely to produce a serious tangle. Gove
ernor Durbin, in refusing Dudley a certifi-
cate of reinstatement, for which he applied

and as to which he had a long hearing be-
fore the Goevrnor, went as far as the law

of 1901 authorized him to go. It is under-
stood the executive department will not
pursue the case further, Under the law
Dudley vacated his office the moment the
lynching of Dillard was accomplished, Un-
der the law Coroper Maxwell should have
discharged all the duties of sheriff until
his successor had been appointed by the
commissioners. As Dudley was re-elected
before the Ilynching occurred this may

alone present a question for the courts.
The law says a sheriff in whose balliwick
a lynching occurs is not thereafter eligible
for reappointment nor re-election. It is
pointed out that Dudley was re-elected be-
fore the lynching. This point is regarded
as captious. Should he be reappointed by

the commissioners the act will add to the
legal complications, for then the commis-
sioners will be defying the specific pro-
vision that he is not eligible for reappoint-
ment.

As Dudley is held by the executive de-
partment of the State to be ousted from
office and incapable of again assiming it,
the Governor may be asked to order a
special election to fill the office. The com-
missioners have a right to appoint to fill
out an unexpired term. They did not act
in reference to Dudley's unexpired first
term. His continuance in office and his re-
fusal to turn over his office to Corener
Maxwell undoubtedly means that he Is pre-
paring for a fight for the second term,

Should the Governor order a special elec-
tion., which Is now a question, as the
electee could not serve a full term, and
Dudley should be re-elected the legal tangle
would be about as complete as It is possible
to make it _

In the meantime while Dudley is making

his fight to hold the office Htigation in Sul-
livan (‘Ollﬂt{ is being jeopardized by such
administration as he may give. If he was
out of office the moment the lynching oc-
curred then all his acts as sheriff are il-
e -
; ?:‘e tangle will be filled with grave con-
sequences unless the courts hold the anti-
Ivnehing law invalid. The decision of the
highest court on its constitutionality is re-
garded as the only method of determining
the complex questions growing out of the
violence of Nov. 20,

While Dudley is fortifying himself to
defend his right to office, and is consoled
by having the sympathy of his own com-
munity with him, he is to be attacked from
a new quarter. W. E. Henderson, the
colored lawyer, who kept vigilant eyes and
ears at Dudley's hearing before Governor
Durbin, has announced that he will bring
suit in behalf of the mother of Dillard, the
lynched negro, for damages. The sult will
be against Dudley and his bondsmen—J.
G. Sherman, Noah Crawford, P. McEneny,
wW. C. Jameson and J. R. Riggs, who was
the Demoecratic nominee for auditor of
state at the last election. Dudley is under
bond for $5.000 and the demand of the dam-
age sult will likely not exceed that sum.

FLETCHER BANK DIVIDEND.

It Is the Largest One Ever Declared
in Indiana.

The largest bank dividend ever declared
in Indlana has been declared by the Fletch-
er National Bank for 1%2. Itis a dlvidcﬂ;‘
of 35 per cent. upon a capital stock of 500~
000. The bank has a surplus of 3§500,000,
which is practically eapital.

The other bank dividends announced yes-
terday were: Indiana National, 1§ quarter-
ly dividend; Columbia National and Capital
National, 2% semi-annual; Merchants’ Na-

tional, 3 per cent. semi-annual. The Amer-
ijcan National, following its custom since
its establishment, let its earnings go to the
surplus fund, and the Capital National
added $10,000 to its surplus.

The Fletcher Bank dividend was a sub-
ject of comment in financial circles yester-
day. There is not a share of the stock on
the market.

Marriages and Divoreces in 1903,

According to the records of each of the
four civil courts of Marion county 510
divorces were granted in Marion county
during the year closed. Of this number the
cases were distributed in the courts as
follows: Cireuit, 156; Superior Court, Room

1, 158; Superior Court, Room 2, 100; Superior
Court, Room 3, 97. w’
t

To offset this number of divorces,
marriages were recorded, showing
about per eent. of the number of mar-
riages is represented in the figures of the
divorces granted. The number of apﬂuu-
tions for divorces filed were not caleu u&
but & fair estimate is that & per cent.
the petitions were granted and divorces
decreed. The court attaches say that these

figures are not alarming and are t or-
dinary.

Fell from a Seaffolding.

Yesterday afternoon while Frank Chapin
was at work on the new coal crusher in the
pumping station at Riverside Park he fell
from a scaffolding and when plcked up was
found to have suffered severe injuries. In
falling, Chapin fractured his leg in two
places and suffered several abrasions on his
scalp. He was taken to the City Hospital
in the ambulance and hig injuries were at-
tended by the physicighs there. Chapin
will be incapaciated for work for some
days, but aside from this, escaped without

serious Injury. He boards at 21 South Cape
itol avenue.

For Settlement House.

People living In the vicinity of the Harley
Gibbs Settlement House on West Washing-
ton street have shown thelr interest in the
work by subscribing $9.41 toward the new

building which is needed.

The Sunday school of the mission now
has a membership of over W and the
kindergarten has trebled its membership
within the past year. The committee In
charge of the settlement work Is composed
of Mrs. Henry Eitel, Dr. H. H. Glbbs, Mrs,
E. G. Cornelius, Mrs. A. R. Brown, Mrs,
W. H. Patton and Miss Frances Weddinge
ton.

. Reporter Prefers a Charge.

The Board of Public Safety will hear the
charge of drinking on Sunday preferred by
Ell Zaring, sporting editor of the News,

Ca of Detectives Gerber, next
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